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Who are you anyway?
I���M���T�H�E���%�X�E�C�U�T�I�V�E���$�I�R�E�C�T�O�R���O�F���&�E�R�N�W�O�O�D��
N �E�I�G�H�B�O�U�R�H�O�O�D��R�E�S�O�U�R�C�E��G�R�O�U�P�����A�R�B�I�T�E�R���O�F��
urban sustainability and human systems 
�D�Y�N�A�M�I�C�S�����L�O�N�G�B�O�A�R�D���S�U�R�F�E�R�����A�N�D���K�I�T�T�E�N��
foster-mom.

Why do neighbourhoods matter?
Because society exhibits fractal properties, 
the way neighbourhoods go is the way the 
�W�O�R�L�D���W�I�L�L���U�L�T�I�M�A�T�E�L�Y���G�O����I���D�A�R�E���S�A�Y���T�O���S�A�V�E��
�T�H�E���P�L�A�N�E�T���W�E���E�A�C�H���N�E�E�D�N���T���D�O���M�O�R�E���T�H�A�N��
�M�A�K�E���O�U�R���O�W�N���N�E�I�G�H�B�O�U�R�H�O�O�D���S�U�S�T�A�I�N�A�B�L�E����

What goal are you currently trying  
to achieve?
�(�E�R�E���A�T���&�E�R�N�W�O�O�D��NRG��
�W�E���R�E���I�M�M�E�R�S�E�D��
�I�N���h�0�R�O�J�E�C�T��
S�U�P�E�R�N�O�V�A�v����
doing all 
things, in all 
directions, 

all at once — affordable housing, 
daycare, family support, alternate energy, 
community arts and recreation, economic 
�D�E�V�E�L�O�P�M�E�N�T�����A�N�D���F�O�O�D���S�E�C�U�R�I�T�Y����I�T���S���G�O�I�N�G��
surprisingly well.

Is there anything you wouldn’t try  
to do to build a better community?
N �O�����A�S���W�I�T�N�E�S�S�E�D���B�Y���O�U�R���U�P�C�O�M�I�N�G��
�F�U�N�D�R�A�I�S�E�R�����&�O�R�N�I�C�A�T�I�N�G���F�O�R���&�E�R�N�W�O�O�D����B�A�H��

What is it that you most dislike?
�0�A�T�H�O�S���A�N�D���L�A�Z�I�N�E�S�S����N�A�Y�S�A�Y�E�R�S���A�N�D���S�L�A�C�K�E�R�S����
Brutality, waste and greed.

What do you think is Victoria’s best-
kept secret?

T�H�E���Z�E�R�O�
�W�A�S�T�E�����G�E�O�T�H�E�R�M�A�L�L�Y��
heated, locally supplied 

C�O�R�N�E�R�S�T�O�N�E��C�A�F�Ï����T�H�A�T�����A�N�D��
�T�H�E���F�A�C�T���T�H�A�T���I�F���W�E���E�V�E�R���C�H�O�S�E��

to, we could be a world-
class green city.

Which talent would you most like 
to have?
I���D���L�O�V�E���T�O���B�E���F�L�U�E�N�T���I�N���C�A�L�C�U�L�U�S���A�N�D���T�H�E��
�A�D�V�A�N�C�E���M�A�T�H�E�M�A�T�I�C�S���R�E�Q�U�I�R�E�D���T�O���R�E�S�E�A�R�C�H��
�P�H�Y�S�I�C�S����T�H�E���U�N�I�V�E�R�S�E���S�P�E�A�K�S���I�N���N�U�M�B�E�R�S����
not words.

What is your most compulsive habit?
S�P�E�A�K�I�N�G���T�R�U�T�H���T�O���P�O�W�E�R����C�A�N���A�L�S�O���B�E��
�P�E�R�C�E�I�V�E�D���A�S���h�Y�A�P�P�I�N�G���O�F�F�v����T�H�A�T�����A�N�D��
�S�P�E�A�K�I�N�G���T�O�O���F�A�S�T��

What popular trend baffles you?
R�E�S�E�A�R�C�H�I�N�G���T�H�E���C�A�U�S�E�S���O�F���H�O�M�E�L�E�S�S�N�E�S�S����
N �%WS�&LAS�(������I�T���S���B�E�C�A�U�S�E���P�E�O�P�L�E���D�O�N���T��
�H�A�V�E���H�O�M�E�S������N�O�W���L�E�T���S���G�E�T���A���W�I�G�G�L�E�
�O�N��
�A�N�D���B�U�I�L�D���S�O�M�E��

What is your philosophy of life?
T�O���F�I�L�L���T�H�E���U�N�F�O�R�G�I�V�I�N�G���M�I�N�U�T�E���W�I�T�H���S�I�X�T�Y��
�S�E�C�O�N�D�S�����W�O�R�T�H���O�F���D�I�S�T�A�N�C�E���R�U�N��

Can you tell us how to get to  
Sesame Street?
�&�R�O�M���D�O�W�N�T�O�W�N�����T�A�K�E���A���L�E�F�T���O�N���&�E�R�N�W�O�O�D����
N �E�A�R���T�H�E���S�Q�U�A�R�E�����Y�O�U���L�L���S�E�E��T�E�R�R�Y���T�H�E��

B�U�B�B�L�E��M�A�N����W�H�E�N���Y�O�U���S�E�E���T�H�E��
�S�M�I�L�E�S�����A�N�D���S�M�E�L�L���T�H�E���C�O�F�F�E�E���Y�O�U���L�L��

�K�N�O�W���Y�O�U���V�E���A�R�R�I�V�E�D��

secrets&lies  Roberta Martell


